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Office of Public Relations 
March 6, 1998 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
University of 0an Die8o 
Media Contact: Chris Mattson (619) 260-4650 
SISTER OF DALAi LAMA TO SPEAK AT USD 
News Bureau 
"Human Rights, Buddhist Ethics and the Crisis of the Tibetan People" will be the topic of Ms. 
Jetsun Perna, sister of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, at a free public lecture on Friday, March 20, 
1:30 p.m., at the University of San Diego's Manchester Conference Center Auditorium. 
Jetsun Perna was born in Lhasa, Tibet, in 1940, and educated in India, Switzerland and England. 
In 1964, she was directed by the Dalai Lama to run the Tibetan Children's Village (TCV) in 
Dharamsala, India. Under her leadership and dedication, TCV is one of the most successful 
Tibetan institutions in exile. Among the TCV projects are five residential schools, seven day 
schools, three vocational schools, two homes for the elderly, one farm project and four villages, 
each with its own school. The projects are located throughout India. More than 15,000 children 
have had their lives saved due to the TCV projects. 
In 1970, Ms. Perna was elected Vice President at the first General Body Meeting of the Tibetan 
Youth Congress, and in 1984 she was elected Advisor to the first General Body Meeting of the 
Tibetan Women's Association. In addition, Ms Perna is a Governing Board Member of SOS 
Children's Villages of India and a member of the Presidential Counsel of SOS Kinderdorf 
International in Vienna, Austria. 
In May 1990, the Dalai Lama convened a special Congress of the Tibetan People in exile, 
Dharamsala, India. It was the first time in Tibet's history that Kalons (Ministers) were elected and 
not appointed. Ms. Perna was one of three elected Kalons and the first Tibetan woman Kalan. In 
1991, she was elected by the Tibetan Parliament as one of the Kalons and was named Kalan in 
charge of the Department of Tibetan Education. Two years later, she resigned from the Kashag 
(Cabinet). Currently, she is the President of Tibetan Children's Villages. 
In 1995, Ms. Perna played the part of her own mother in the movie "Seven Years in Tibet" at the 
request of director Jean-Jacques Annaud. In addition, Tibet: My Story, an autobiography by 
Jetsun Perna, has just been released in the United States. 
Ms. Pema's lecture is presented by USD's Department of Theological and Religious Studies. 
For further information, please call (619) 260-4525. 
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